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Festival of Children® Makes It a September to Remember at South Coast Plaza 
During National Child Awareness Month 

 
Month-Long Celebration to Showcase 70 Local Children’s Charities and 

Free Family-Fun Entertainment 
 
COSTA MESA, Calif. (August 13, 2019) – Now in its 18th year, Festival of Children® returns 
this September to South Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa, California, celebrating the magic of 
childhood and the charities that work tirelessly to improve the lives of children across Southern 
California. The month-long, high-energy event features a host of free, family-fun entertainment 
including more than 100 activities and performances ranging from face painting and arts and 
crafts to karate demonstrations, live dance and singing performances, animal shows, and much 
more. The event also showcases the important work of 70 local children’s charities, which 
receive free display space to help raise awareness for their individual causes among the 2 million 
people that visit the center each September. 
 
Festival of Children Foundation (FOCF), a Costa Mesa, California-based, national non-profit 
organization that supports and serves nearly 500 children’s charities in all 50 states, founded the 
Festival in 2002 and since then, more than 34 million people have been educated to the important 
work of the participating charities. The event also celebrates U.S. Senate-designated National 
Child Awareness Month, an FOCF initiative, which seeks to refocus critical attention on 
improving the lives of all children in America.  
 
“In 2002, I envisioned a community event that would celebrate our local children’s charities. I’m 
overjoyed by how deeply woven this event has become into the fabric of our community,” said 
Sandy Segerstrom Daniels, founder and executive director, Festival of Children Foundation. 
“This year, we are thrilled to shine a light again on 70 remarkable children’s charities and offer 
our community free access to numerous arts, culture and educational opportunities that are fun 
and entertaining for the entire family.” 
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This year, several new charities will participate, including: Emilio Nares Foundation, 
Illumination Foundation, New Vista School, Project Youth – Orange County Bar Foundation, 
Ballet Etudes. Highlight events and activities include: Voices of Hope Children’s Choir, Meet & 
Greet with the Crowned Princesses, OC Aerial Arts and Island Inspirations. 
 
Among the many featured activities at this year’s Festival are:  
 
Opening Ceremonies: Saturday, Sept. 7, 12:00 p.m. – Welcome by FOCF Founder and Executive 
Director Sandy Segerstrom Daniels and  The Hi-Tops 
 
LEGO: Every Saturday, 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. – Free mini LEGO build activities.  
 
Back-to-School Fashions: Sunday, Sept. 8, 11:30a.m. – A classic fashion show featuring local 
children of all ages modeling the latest fashions from South Coast Plaza retailers. 
 
Coffee, Tea, Mommy & Me: Each Friday in September at 11:00 a.m. – Free educational 
presentations about home safety, vehicle seat safety, nutrition, water and safety, followed by arts 
and crafts or music. Coffee and tea hosted by Corner Bakery Café. 
 
Dance: Each Saturday and Sunday, various times – Ballet, Folklorico, Indian, Flamenco, Hip 
Hop Dance Troupes, and more. 
 
Arts & Crafts: Every Saturday and Sunday, Noon to 4:00 p.m. – Free crafts for kids courtesy of: 
Art4Kids and Lions Heart. 
 
CanstructionOC: CanstructionOC returns to the Festival with seven extraordinary sculptures 
made entirely of canned food items. Designed and constructed by several local companies, the 
sculptures are disassembled at the close of the festival and more than 56,000 cans of food are 
donated to the Orange County Food Bank to help feed the county’s estimated 350,000 people of 
all ages, who struggle with hunger each day. This year’s teams include: Disneyland Resort | 
Design & Engineering, Gensler & WL Butler, HNTB, LPA, SVA Architects, Terracon 
Consultants, Inc. and WATG & RD Olson. 
 
For more information about Festival of Children, including a list of the participating charities, 
activities and entertainment, please visit www.festivalofchildren.org for most current schedule. 
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About National Child Awareness Month  
The effort to have September declared as National Child Awareness Month began as a local 
effort in Orange County, Calif., by Festival of Children Foundation Founder Sandy Segerstrom 
Daniels to raise awareness and focus America’s attention on our greatest asset – our children. 
The Orange County Board of Supervisors first unanimously designated September as “Child 
Awareness Month” in September 2002. In September of 2003, the State of California 
commended Festival of Children Foundation’s efforts and designated September as “Children 
Awareness Month.” In 2008, the U.S. Senate passed U.S. Senate Resolution 644 designating 
September 2008 “National Child Awareness Month.” Since then, Ms. Segerstrom Daniels and 
Festival of Children Foundation have been successful in having every successive September 
designated as “National Child Awareness Month.”  
 
About Festival of Children Foundation  
Festival of Children Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization that serves to bring 
together and coordinate the efforts of charities, companies and individuals who work to improve 
the lives of children. 100% of the administrative costs are covered by designated funding, 
allowing donations to go further in direct support of programs and services that improve the lives 
of children nationwide. For more information please visit www.festivalofchildren.org. 
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